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torical fact, the existence of this esotericism
is demonstrable ; but it may also be shown
that intellectually it is a necessity.

The first question we have to answer is :
What is the object of religions? They are
given to the world by men wiser than the
masses of the people on whom they are
bestowed, and are intended to quicken
human evolution. In order to do this
effectively they must reach individuals and
influence them. Now all men are not at
the same level of evolution, but evolution
might be figured as a rising gradient, with
men stationed on it at every point. The
most highly evolved are far above the
least evolved, both in intelligence and
character; the capacity alike to understand
and to act varies at every stage. It is,
therefore, useless to give to all the same
religious teaching; that which would help
the intellectual man would be entirely
unintelligible to the stupid, while that
which would throw the saint into ecstasy
would leave the criminal untouched. If,
on the other hand, the teaching be suitable
to- help the unintelligent, it is intolerably
crude and jejune to the philosopher, while